
ages tended to be larger in the States 
where per capita income was low. 
There was little variation among the 
three income groups of States in the 
percentage that Social Security Ad- 
ministration grants were of total 
grants, although State-by-State vari- 
ation was considerable. For the Ter- 
ritories and possessions they consti- 
tuted only 26 percent of all grants 
and amounted to $3.25 per capita: 
the corresponding figures for t,he 
continental United States were 50 
percent and $8.68 per capita. 

Employers, Workers, and 
Wages Under OASI, ApriI- 
June 1953 

The number of workers with tax- 
able wages in employment covered 
by old-age and survivors insurance 
in April-June 1953, excluding the 
self-employed covered by the pro- 
gram, is estimated at 48 million. This 
number is approximately a million 
more than that in the preceding quar- 
ter and is 4.3 percent greater than 
that in April-June 1952. The total 
number of workers in covered em- 
ployment (again excluding the self- 
employed) is estimated at 48.5 million 
-an increase of 3.2 percent from the 
January-March 1953 total and 4.3 
percent from the number in April- 
June 1952. 

Taxable wages, estimated at $36 
billion, were 10.3 percent higher than 
the amount paid in April-June 1952, 
and total wages in covered employ- 
ment, estimated at $39 billion, in- 
creased 11.4 percent in the same 
period. In line with the increases in 
average hourly earnings and average 
weekly earnings in manufacturing, 
average taxable wages and average 
wages in covered employment, esti- 
mated at $750 and $804, respectively, 
increased 5.8 and 6.8 percent from 
the averages in the corresponding 
period of 1952. New estimating pro- 
cedures have resulted in the reten- 
tion of rounded figures for wages and 
employment as far back as the first 
quarter of 1951. Consequently, the 
amount of variation in average quar- 
terly wages in covered employment 
is not significant in any comparison 
of seasonal changes from 1 quarter 
to the next. 

Estimated number of employers 1 and workers and amount of earnings in 
employment covered under old-age and survivors insurance, for specified 
periods, 1940-53 2 

[Corrected to May3,19541 

Year 3 and 
quarter 4 

1949 

IYSO 

January-hfamll.~~ 
April-June _____ -_. 
July-September-... 
October-Dccernber 

1951 

Jmusry-March i-.. 
April-June 7 __._____ 
July-September 7 __ 
October-Decembcl 

1952 

January-March 7-e. 
April-lune 7 _______ 
July-September 7 _. 
Octohcr-December 

1953 

Jnnonry-March I.-. 
April-J unc 7 ______ -. 

wwgrs 
taxable 
earnings 
during 

period 6 
(in 

housands 

Total bverage 
(in 

millions) 
Per 

worker 

2,50 35,39: 
2364 40,97( 
2,65 

E 

:",,;; 

2:m 
46:29l 
46,39Z 

3,Ol 48,84; 
3,24 44,901 
3.29 49,011 
3.31 46,791 
3,34 48,28: 
4,441 38,001 
4,431 DO,OcY 

.$y; 

52,03I 
62,42: 
64,42f 
62,94! 
69,081 
i8 3i: 
84:12: 
81,801 
37,491 

:20,10( 
1%,X0( 

36.031 
38,0X 
39.6X 
37,94i 

2,50! 38, xi! 20,806 
2,58: 39,801 20.655 
2,L?1: 40,25: 19,555 
2,60! 3i,44t 17,357 

39,xX 23,080 SK 
40,24: 22,iO8 M‘ 
40.68 21,iGO ,521 
36,79C 17,184 48; 

2, 03: 
2,092 
2,RQi 
2,692 

38,162 
38,591 
38 333 
34:529 

23,3x ix 38,162 24,25 
32,571 58: 38,X64 24,5X 
20,160 A2f 39,601 24.871 
I,i.701 4% 39,477 26,194 

2,8il 37,393 23,490 
2.7% 39 264 24,052 
2.768 40:486 ?2.382 
2,i41 35,609 li, 5;4 

3,552 43,600 30,175 
3,658 45,200 30,515 
3.035 45,500 27.658 
3,638 41,800 22,562 

45,WO 33,159 737 
46,000 32,627 709 
46,5Ul! 29,200 626 
43,ow 24,000 558 

li,OOff 30,500 iii 
48,WO 36,000 750 

All 
mrkers h 
wverrd 
employ- 

ment 
duriup 

period 6 
(ix 

housandt 

Total AFOrage 
(in 

millions) 
I)pr 

mnker 
.- 

$93 
1,02 
I,14 
I,31 
1,39 
I,35 
1.41. 
I,(10 
1.71' 
:,;;: 

2:07 
2.14 

35,39: 
40,971 
46,36 
47,651 
46,2Qi 
46.39: 
48,84! 
48,901 
49,012 
4G,79( 
48,28: 
5x, WI 
co, wi 

$.35,liiiS 
45,463 
58,219 
;;, ;;; I 
71:.5(io 
79,260 
92,449 

102.255 
99.989 

109.804 
149,000 
160,WO 

46 
46' 
441 
441 

36,0X 17,397 
38,1.5i 19,Ui9 
40,22: 20,222 
39,93( 23, SF2 

r 
:I 
481 
4c 

38 76: 
40: ITi 
41.12: 
40,74t 

21,497 555 
22,245 554 
23,035 560 
25, m 630 

23,923 605 
'4,BDk lx?2 
25,700 617 
27,9+?4 673 

ti?E 37,383 24, flf 
613 39, 5.57 26,21(1 
553 41,923 28,16B 
494 41,iQZ 31,113 

tiQ2 
675 
wk 
540 

43,GW 31,Nx 
i6, 500 33,cK 
4G,5W 33,WU 
46,5U!l 31i.Kul 

46,ow 
46,500 
47.5011 
48,UW 

;;, ;(;; 

34,000 7.3 
35,cw 753 
36,000 758 
4o.m 833 

3i,U+O 7Ei 
39. Us?! 804 

i 

; ! 

! 
I 

$1.008 
1,110 
1.25R 
1, ‘m 
I.584 
1,543 
1.623 
1,890 
2.086 
2,137 
2.2i4 
1.569 
2,667 

4% 
SW 
503 
565 

650 

E 
i44 

311 
i25 
il9 
ii4 

1 Number corresponds to number of employer 
returns. A return may relate to more than 1 estah- 

4 Quarterly totals exclude the self-employed and 

lishmcnt if employer operatea several separate es- 
their earnings. 

tablishments hut reports for concern as a whole. 
5 For quarterly and snnnnl data for 3937-39 see the 

* Data exclude joint coverage under the railroad 
Bclletin, February 1947, p. 31. Quarterly data for 

retirement and old-age and survivors insurance 
other years were in the Sugust 1947, February 1946, 
and Ja~mnry 1953 issues. 

pr0glXtK3. 
3 Annual totals for 1951 and 1962 include the self- 

6 For a description of the series and quarter& data 

employed and their earnings (covered beginning 
for 1940 see the Bulletin, August 194i, p. 30. Quw- 

1951). 
terly data for other ycnrs were in the Februsry IYI~ 
ard January 1953 issues. 

7 I’reliminary. 
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The estimated number of employ- 
ers paying taxable wages was about 
3.6 million in the second quarter of 
1953, about the same number as in 
April-June 1952 and 2.0 percent more 
than in January-March 1953. 

Old-Age Benefits in 
Current-Payment 
Status, December 31, 
1953 

Old-age benefits under the old-age 
and survivors insurance program 
were being paid on December 31, 
1953, to more than 3.2 million per- 
sons, almost three-fifths of a million 
more than in December 1952. The 
accompanying table shows the av- 
erage monthly benefit amount and 
gives a percentage distribution of the 
number of beneficiaries according to 
the size of their benefit; the data are 
classified by the beneficiaries’ State 
of residence at the close of 1953. 

In December 1953 the average old- 
age benefit amount was $51.10, al- 
most $2 higher than the average a 
year earlier. One out of 9 old-age 
beneficiaries (11 percent) were re- 
ceiving monthly amounts of $75.00- 
85.00 at the end of 1953, in compari- 
son with 1 out of 15 (7 percent) as 
of December 31, 1952. One-fifth of 
all old-age beneficiaries were receiv- 
ing benefits in the $55.00-64.90 range, 
about the same proportion as at the 
end of 1952. Minimum benefits of 
$25.00 were being paid to about 600,- 
000 old-age beneficiaries, 75,000 more 
than at the end of 1952; as a propor- 
tion of the total, however, the num- 
ber of persons receiving minimum 
benefits declined about 1 percent to 
18.5 percent. 

Among the States the average 
monthly old-age benefit at the end 
of 1953 ranged from $56.41 in Con- 
necticut to $40.59 in Mississippi. 
Benefits of $75.00-85.00 were being 
paid to 15 percent of the old-age 
beneficiaries in Connecticut and to 4 
percent in Mississippi; minimum 
benefits of $25.00 went to only 11 
percent of the beneficiaries in Con- 
necticut and to 37 percent in Missis- 
sippi. In Puerto Rico, where the av- 
erage benefit was only $37.10, 61 per- 
cent of the beneficiaries were receiv- 
ing benefits of less than $35.00. 
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Number and average monthly amount of old-age benefits in current-payment 
status and percentage distribution by amount of benefit, by State, December 
31,1953 

[Percentage distribution based on lO-percent sample] 

State 1 Aver- 
(ranked by size of we 
average benefit) old-agf 

benefll 

Total ___________ $51.10 

Cotmecticut ________ 56.41 
New Jersey ________ 55.34 
Michigan __________ 55.15 
Pennsylvania ______ 54.24 
Massachusetts----- 54.20 
Rhode Island ______ 53.73 
Ohio _______________ 53.49 
Illinois _____________ 53.30 
New York _________ 53.05 
Washington __------ 51.60 

Amom____________ .n. 10 
Utah _______________ 50.04 
Minnesota----.w- 49.49 
Nevada----~ 48.87 
Missouri _________.. 43.86 
Colorado ___________ 45.72 
Alaska _____________ 48.54 
Vermont ___________ 48.37 
Hawaii _____________ 48.34 
Wyoming _____.__._ 48.16 

Maine ____________. 48.08 
Montana __________ 
Virginia ___________. 1’: Z 
Iowa~~~----~.~ 4Csa 
Kansas _________..._ 46.58 
Kentucky ______ -.-- 46.52 
Nebraska _____.____ 46.23 
Idaho -______._._.._ 46.0~ 
Texas _______ -__-_-_ 
Oklahoma _____ -._-- 2:: r 

South Dakota ______ 44.99 
North Carolina_-..- 44.96 
New Mexico ______ 44.94 
South Carolina----- 44.87 
Alabama ___________ 44.53 
Louisiana __________ 44.32 
Tennessee __________ 43.86 
Oeorgia ____________ 43. Go 
North Dakota ______ 43.53 
Arkansas ___________ 41.87 
Mississippi _________ 40.59 
Puerto Rico ________ 37.10 
Virgin Islands *- _ __ 35.70 

Foreign ____________ 1 54.56 

1 

3 ’ 

-- 

3, -- 

I ’ 
, 
, 

‘1 

FPr 
old-age 
benefi- 
ciaries 
-- 

222,348 

57,518 
127,798 
135,392 
263,387 
151,081 
25,676 

191,425 
200,324 
392,009 
68,472 

12,617 
10,246 
60,258 
3,446 

85,925 
27,001 

1,726 
9,871 
6,899 
4,432 

29,878 
I;,679 

‘g”,; 
36:209 

;%~ 
lO:G‘% 
92.574 
33,374 

5.425 
41,121 
6,186 

19,321 
37,009 
31,903 
40,802 
37,954 
6,077 

26,290 

‘z% 
’ 98 

18,971 

Total 

100.0 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
loo. 0 
loo. a 
100.0 
100.0 
100. a 
100. a 

100.0 
loo. 0 
loo. 0 
loo. 0 
loo. 0 
loo. 0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

loo. 0 
loo. 0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

:ES 
100.0 
100.0 

loo. 0 
loo. 0 

:El:i 
loo. 0 
loo. a 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100. a 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
loo.0 
100.0 
loo. 0 
100.0 
100.0 
loo. 0 
100.0 

100.0 

Percent of old-age beneficiaries receiving- 
-- 

625.00 

18.5 

11.0 
13.4 
14.6 

ii::: 
12.9 
15.6 
15.6 
14.7 
15.8 

6.5 
6.4 
7.4 
7.4 
7.3 
6. 7 
7.7 
7.9 
8.2 
8.2 

8.4 14.0 
9.3 14.6 

10.0 13.6 
9.4 15.2 
9.8 15.8 
9.6 17.2 

10.2 14.3 
10.2 14.7 
10.6 15.6 
11.5 17. 5 

19.9 _- 
22.6 
21.2 
18.0 
23.3 
24.6 
24.8 
20.2 
20.2 
21.8 
20. 6 

22.7 14.8 
20.2 14.9 
18.9 17.5 
19.2 12.1 
17.8 12.0 
18.0 10.8 
18.6 13.5 
18.1 13.3 
17.3 11.8 
14.6 11.8 

20.7 8.5 10.9 13.3 19.2 15.5 11.9 
20.3 8.8 10. 1 13.9 17.6 15.5 13.8 
18.9 8.1 9.7 14.5 23.0 16.2 9.6 
20.9 8.7 10.0 13.4 18.3 15.5 13.2 
17.5 8.7 12.5 16.3 19.2 15.1 10.7 
18.6 7. 7 12.4 1x. 3 19.4 12.3 11.3 
16.6 10.5 13.5 14.8 19. 7 14.0 10.9 
18.9 9. 1 10.9 15.5 21.0 13.6 11.0 
20.8 9.3 10.9 14.6 18.9 14.1 11.4 
16.1 8.9 11.5 19.2 23.7 13.8 i.b 

2: 
22.1 
22.4 
21.2 
24.2 
19.9 
19.5 
19.3 
27.9 

9.4 11.1 14.3 16.4 13.9 
5.0 10.9 15.5 18.3 16.0 
9.4 11.4 14.6 18.1 14.2 

10.0 11.8 19.3 17.5 II. 8 
9.6 12.1 15.1 19.3 13.5 
9.2 10.6 16.1 17.4 14.0 

10. 7 12.8 18.4 16.8 11.7 
11.7 10.8 16.6 20.9 12.3 
10.5 15.2 14.5 17.9 14.0 
8. 1 8.8 15.6 16.6 10.9 

11.5 
10.2 
10.2 
7.2 
9.2 
3.5 
9.7 

i:: 
6.1 

20.9 
26.1 
23.3 
26.0 
25.4 
24.5 
26.4 
25.4 
28.3 
27.3 

9.6 
11.3 
10.6 
10.7 
11.5 

:::i 
11.4 
11.2 
12.0 

11.5 17.3 21.6 12.7 
9.8 14.8 17.3 il.9 

12.4 15.2 20.0 l(i. 8 
12.1 13.8 18.2 i0.4 
12.8 14.4 17.1 11.0 
12.2 15.2 18.6 10.8 
12.6 12.9 17.6 11.0 
14.8 13.7 15. A IO. 6 
12.5 14.4 15.8 9.9 
13.0 12.6 16 a il.0 

6.4 
8.8 
7. 7 
8.8 
7.6 
i.3 
7. !I 
8. 5 
i. 9 
7. 3 

27.0 11.7 
26.9 11.3 
30.6 10. 7 
27. 1 10. 5 
28.X 11.0 
28.4 12.4 
29.8 12.4 
30. 5 13.2 
32.8 11.1 
33.1 12.6 
36.9 12.2 
22.9 38.3 

_----- 

6.0 

11.8 
12.6 
10.2 
1:x2 
12.5 
12.9 
12. 5 
13.6 
12.1 
12.9 
12.3 
14.1 

_ _ _ _ _ 

9.9 

13.9 20.0 IO. 0 
17.2 18. ;i 8.4 
14.5 13.8 10.5 
17.3 17. 3 9.0 
16.X 16.X M. 9 
16. 1 1‘4.6 9.0 
15. 1 i6.7 7.6 
13.8 15.0 8.1 
12.8 13.2 9.3 
13.4 14.9 7.4 
13.5 14.0 7.1 
8. 7 11.3 2.6 

3. Ii 
s.1 
9.8 
.5. 6 
5. 2 
Ii. ii 
5. 9 
5.a 
8. 7 
5. J 
4.0 
2.1 

_ -. 

- 

____-- _ _. 
16.4 

_ _ _ _ _ I- 
30.2 

L 

._____ 

18.1 

l 

/ 

_ _. 

- 
9.0 

8.8 11.0 15.1 

_- 
i65.W 
74.90 

15.5 11.2 

-..- 

1 Beneficiary’s State of residence as of December 31,1953. 
*Too few caaos in the sample for a reliable distribution. 

The average old-age benefit was the Southern States reflected mainly 
highest in the Northeastern States the more frequent periods of non- 
and in certain North Central States, covered employment in the wage 

somewhat lower in the Middle West histories of beneficiaries in this area; 

and Far West, and for the most part the result was a reduction in the 

lowest in the Southern States. Five 
average monthly wages frorn which 

of the six States with the highest 
their benefits were computed. The 

average old-age benefit are in the 
averages also reflected, though to a 

Northeast, while five of the six States 
lesser extent, the prevailing wage 

with the lowest average benefit are 
rates in different regions throughout 

in the South. The lower averages in 
the country. 
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